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JERICHO, Israeli-occupied West Bank -- Fourteen more Palestinan deportees returned home to the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip Monday as part of an Israeli gesture to spur progress in the Middle East peace talks.

The group, which included the former mayor of Arab East Jerusalem, Rawhi Khatib, 79, crossed the Allenby Bridge from Jordan in the late afternoon and were met by thousands of Palestinians, who welcomed them with a celebration at the Aqbat Jaber refugee camp outside Jericho.

Several Israeli activists from the anti-Arab Kach Party demonstrated outside the camp, shouting and holding signs that called the returning men 'terrorists.' Police kept them from the Palestinian crowds.

Some 15,000 people turned out to greet the first group of 15 deportees who returned home on Friday.

The new group was also supposed to number 15, but one of the returning Palestinians, Mahmoud Kadri, was having difficulty obtaining a Jordanian visa to leave Bulgaria, where he has been residing, Palestinian sources said. Kadri, a former Communist newspaper editor from the West Bank town of El-Bireh, was making arrangements to return later.

Many of the deportees returned with wives and children, who lived with them in exile. Altogether, 52 people came over the bridge Monday.

Israel agreed last week to repatriate 30 Palestinians as a goodwill gesture designed to restart the talks, which began in October 1991 in Madrid and were frozen after Israel deported 415 accused Muslim militants to Lebanon last December.

Most of the returning deportees were expelled during the late 1960s and 70s in the wake of Israel's 1967 capture of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Israeli authorities have stressed that none of them were kicked out for engaging in acts of violence. Several are members of the Palestine National Council, the Palestine Liberation Organization's parliament-in-exile.
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