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12 Adults, 32 Children Jewish Negroes from Chicago Settle Into New Life in Israel

BY
Tribune Press Servicel

JERUSALEM, May 3G-When 44 Chicago Negrocs walked off the plane at Lydda airport and announced, "We are Jews who have come to live in Israel," th e immigration authorities were stunned.

The authorities kept them at the airport for 24 hours while phones hummed, Then the Negroes, 12 adults and 32 children, were told they could stay. They were asked if they would settle at a new town called Dimona in the Negev desert south of Beersheba. They agreed and buses took them off,

That was last December.

I recently took a bus thru the desert to find out how they have fared. Dimona is a new community of white concrete apartment houses. Its residents are immigrants from many parts of the world. W o r k centers around a textile mill.

Talk to Alayor

I stopped first to see the mayor, a young man born in Morocco. He said he was not too happy at first when told the Chicago Negroes were coming because Dimona needs mechanics and he did not think they would have the necessary skills.

"We gave them a brand new apartment, with basic furni- ture, bedding and utensils," he said. "I called on them, as I do with all arrivals, and asked them if they had any com-

plaints. I was bowled over when they said they had none. I usually get a long string.

"They have settled down nicely, but I still wish the immigration authorities had sent me the mechanics we need."

Receives

I had been warned that the Chicago immigrants might not be pleased to see me, but children playing outside the three-story building greeted me and led me to one of the apartments where two men were repairing a stove.

The men were not pleased to see me. They remained wary. One man reluctantly gave his name as Moses Boya, the other as Ezekiah Blackwell, but both said they no longer used their American family names be- cause they were reminders of slave days.

They said their group went first to Liberia "to feel the color of Africa" and then came here after 18 months. They had received much better housing in I s r a e l than they had dreamed of, they said. The work from 7 a. m. to 3 p. m. was easy. All in all, life was much better than in Chicago. But they were worried by their status.

Always Jews

I asked them how long their families had been Jews.

We've always been Jews," the younger one said. There

were many black Jews in the kingdoms of Judah and Israel. Our ancestors were captured and taken to Africa and later to America as slaves. Our Jewish faith a n d traditions were handed down from father to son. So were our songs."

Back in 'fel Aviv, I called on Rabbi Der'i who looks after religious teaching of the immi. grants. He told me he sent two religious teachers to Dimona to give instruction to the Chicago Negroes.

"These people are sincere," he said. "They are pious. Whether they are Jews I am not convinced. I have told them that to be fully accepted as Jews they will have to undergo full conversion. They under- stand and agree.

"They will be good for Israel and Israel good for them. The expense of integrating them will be high because of the religious instruction, but we are not grudging that."

What Would Happen

I asked him what would happen if large numbers of Negroes should present them- selves as Jews and ask to stay.

"We have worked that out," he said. "In the future, those who want to come and settle, even if they have relatives already here, will first have to undergo full conversion under rabbinical supervision abroad. Only then will they be per- mitted to come here and settle and be given full status as Jewish citizens of Israel."

